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The detection of caffeine (CAF) is essential due to its widespread use and potential health impacts, including effects on sleep and
anxiety. In this study, polyaniline (PANI) and PANI doped with silver nanoparticles (AgNPs) were synthesized to effectively detect
CAF in beverage samples. The chemically synthesized polymers were characterized using transmission electron microscopy
(TEM), scanning electron microscopy (SEM), and electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) to investigate their morphologi-
cal and electrochemical properties. Differential pulse voltammetry (DPV) and cyclic voltammetry (CV) were employed to deter-
mine CAF concentrations in caffeinated beverages. SEM results revealed that PANI and PANI–Ag films are spherical, with an
average diameter of ~100nm, while TEM analysis showed AgNPs within the PANI–Agmatrix had an average particle size of 5–10nm.
Optimized experimental conditions yielded a linear response for CAF concentrations ranging from 10 to 90μM, with an R2 value of
0.9935. The detection limit for the PANI–Ag electrochemical sensor was determined to be 0.38 µM (n= 3). This sensor is important for
monitoring CAF levels in beverages, contributing to public health awareness and safety, with electrochemical analysis aligning well with
labeled values.
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1. Introduction

A natural stimulant such as caffeine (CAF) or 1,3,7-trimethyl-
xantine is most found in cacao plants, coffee, numerous drugs,
kola nuts, and tea leaves [1]. CAF is found naturally in con-
sumed foods or added to cola-type soft drinks and energy
drinks. Due to its psychoactive effects, such as diuresis, central
nervous system stimulation, and gastric acid secretion, CAF is
also used in many pharmaceutical formulations [2–4]. Nowa-
days, numerous analytical methods are used in determining
CAF, such as liquid chromatography with photodiode array
[5, 6], gas chromatography [7–9], UV–Vis [10], FT-IR
[11–13], and NMR [14]. Disadvantages such as the expense
of the method, sample pretreatment, and time-consuming

are associated with these methods. Then there are also deriva-
tization, preconcentration, and highly trained personnel, which
are also disadvantages of these methods. In the electrochemical
analysis of CAF, many modifiers have been utilized to modify
clean, glassy carbon (C) electrodes (GCEs) and to improve their
analytical performance. The electro-active modifiers used are
bimetallic nanoparticles (NPs) [15, 16], metal oxides [15, 16],
C nanotubes [17, 18], redox polymers [19, 20], clay materials
[21, 22], and graphene [23, 24].

Conducting polymers (CPs) have received increasing atten-
tion over the past years due to their formation and characteri-
zation and are widely employed in many applications of
sensors, batteries, and microelectronic devices. The application
of CPs as active layers in electrochemical sensors has also
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received increased attention since there is evidence that organic
vapors and adsorbed gas molecules can cause a transformation
in electrical conductivity in the polymer matrix. The synthesis
of CPs can be done in the presence of a given counter ion by
electrochemical deposition, which allows film preparation at a
well-defined redox potential. The counter ion also defines the
characteristics and level of the doping reaction. The formation
of the polymer film is directly on a metal (or transducer) sur-
face through electropolymerization using the appropriate
monomers in the presence of an oxidant. These have enabled
researchers to study several polymers’ chemical and physical
properties (i.e., morphology, catalytic activity, stability, struc-
ture, and conductivity), tailoring the polymers to specific sen-
sor applications [25–27].

In this study, the focus has been on polyaniline (PANI) and
silver NPs (AgNPs). PANI is one of the essential CPs, and it
exists in three cathodic states. The three oxidation states of
PANI are emeraldine (the stable intermediate form), pernigra-
niline (the oxidized form), and leucoemeraldine (the reduced
form). Pernigraniline and emeraldine bases may react with
acids to form their corresponding salts [28]. PANI is the
most promising CP among all the others due to its low cost
of monomer, good environmental stability, and controllable
electrical properties [29]. The electrical properties of PANI
can be reversibly controlled by protonation and charge transfer
doping. It is a potential material for actuators, microelectronic
devices, and chemical and biological sensors [30–33].

In recent developments in nanoscience and nanotechnol-
ogy, the roles of CPs are also critical. Various methods have
synthesized CPs, such as electrospinning, template synthesis,
and scanning probe electrochemical polymerization. These
methods can synthesize polymers into nanostructures (e.g.,
nanorods, nanofibers, and nanotubes) [34]. Three synthesis
methods can generally prepare the synthesis of noble metals
with PANI. The first method involves the synthesis of PANI in
the presence of metal NPs, the second method involves noble-
metal salts or acids using PANI as the reductant, and the third
method involves noble-metal compounds oxidizing aniline
(ANI). Ag metal has recently received significant attention in
this respect. The first method has been done by modifying
AgNPs with PANI or substituting PANI [35–37].

In the current investigation, the chemical polymerization
method successfully synthesized the homopolymer of PANI
with the incorporation of AgNPs into the polymer. After syn-
thesizing the PANI and PANI–Ag materials, studies of the
electrochemical behavior of the materials were performed
using electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) and cyclic
voltammetry (CV). Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) and
transmission electron microscopy (TEM) were employed to
investigate the morphology of the PANI and PANI–Ag mate-
rials. In the literature, it is the first time the PANI–Ag sensor
was employed to detect CAF. To assess the suitability of the
developed PANI–Ag sensor as an alternative sensor to detect
CAF in beverage samples. The constructed PANI–Ag sensor
illustrates good electrochemical activity for CAF with a low
detection limit and a broad linear range. This procedure is
sensitive, simple, fast, and efficient compared to other electro-
chemical methods.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Materials and Reagents. Sulfuric acid (95%), hydrochloric
acid (37%), ethanol (absolute 99.9%), and nitric acid (55%)
were procured from Merck (South Africa). Ammonium per-
oxydisulfate (APS) (98%), Ag nitrate, and acetone were pur-
chased from Sigma–Aldrich (Germany). The reagents ANI
(99%) and N,N-dimethylformamide (98%) were also procured
from Merck (South Africa). CAF was procured from
Sigma–Aldrich (South Africa). We prepared all buffers and
stock solutions using Milli-Q (Millipore) water.

2.2. Instrumentation. Electrochemical investigations were per-
formed with an Epsilon electrochemical analyzer (BASi Instru-
ments, 2701 Kent Ave., West Lafayette, IN 47906, USA) using
CV and differential pulse voltammetry (DPV)modes. The use
of a conventional three-electrode system, consisting of a plat-
inum wire auxiliary electrode, a 3.0M KCl-type Ag/AgCl
reference electrode, and a 1.2 mm in diameter platinum
disc working electrode, supplied by BASi [38]. A single-
compartment electrochemical cell was utilized for all electro-
chemical analysis at ambient temperatures (20Æ 1°C). A Zah-
ner IM6ex instrument (Germany) was employed for EIS
experiments. For optimal sensitivity, the SEM analysis was
executed on an LEO 1525 field emission scanning electron
microscope with interchangeable accelerating voltages (max-
imum of 15 kV) [32, 33, 39]. A JEOL 1200-EX II transmission
electron microscope was employed for TEM analysis. TEM
imaging using conditions of 120 kV, an objective aperture
setting of 150 µm, and a spot size of 3 was used. The dried
PANI and PANI–Ag samples were dispersed in DMF, soni-
cated for 5min, and cast onto a copper grid for measurement
[40]. A MegaView camera with Gatan microscopic software
was used to image the samples with digital imaging acquisi-
tion, with the most effective resolution of 1376× 1032 and an
exposure time of 2 s.

2.3. Preparation of Materials

2.3.1. Chemical Polymerization of PANI Polymer. The mono-
mer ANI was added to an oxidizing agent, APS. About 200mL
of Milli-Q water and concentrated HCl (~1 M) (20mL) were
mixed in a beaker and stirred using amagnetic stirrer. The APS
(7.6 g) was added slowly to the above solution and stirred for
5min. A 3.1mL of ANI (~0.15M) was transferred to that
solution and stirred for 2 h employing a magnetic stirrer at
ambient temperature. After 30min, a solution with a deep
green color was obtained, filtered at the end of the synthesis,
cleaned with acetone andMilli-Qwater, and dried overnight in
a fume hood at ambient temperature. The dried polymer was
then collected from the paper, milled then transferred to a clean
poly top container and stored for further characterization
[41, 42].

2.3.2. Chemical Polymerization of PANI–Ag Nanocomposites.
The chemical synthesis of a PANI–Ag composite was per-
formed using a similar procedure to that for PANI. After
30min of stirring, an Ag nitrate solution was added to the
PANI solution and stirred for 2 h at ambient temperature.
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Known concentrations of Ag nitrate (e.g., 0.5M) were investi-
gated. The resulting polymer nanocomposite was filtered with
filter paper, cleaned with acetone, washed with Milli-Q water,
and dried overnight at ambient temperature in a fume hood.
The resulting polymer nanocomposite was milled, then trans-
ferred to a clean poly top container and stored for further
characterization [41, 43].

2.3.3. Sensor Preparation. The GCEs were cleaned by polishing
followed by an ultrasound bath. Polishing was carried out until a
mirrored surface was obtained in a polishingmachine with sand-
paper made of silicon carbide and an aqueous suspension of
0.5µm alumina. After sonification, the electrodes were put in
ethanol and in an ultrasound bath for 2min, and then in ultra-
pure water for another 5min. After the polished GCE, the
cleaned and dried electrodes were dried at room temperature.
A small amount of the PANI–Ag suspension to be studied
(PANI–AgNPs) was added. The suspension PANI–AgNPs was
dried at room temperature, and the constructed sensor was taken
to the electrochemical cell to perform electrochemical studies.
Figure 1 illustrates the synthesis process of PANI–AgNPs, the
modification of GCEwith the PANI–Ag nanocomposite, and the
three-electrode electrochemical cell used in this study.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. Microscopy Characterization

3.1.1. SEM Characterization of Polymers. The synthesis con-
ditions were used to prepare PANI to determine the resulting
polymers’ morphology and structure [44, 45]. SEM is a robust
surface physical characterization technique used to study the

morphology and structures of both PANI and PANI–Ag nano-
composites. Figure 2 reveals the results of the SEManalysis of the
chemically synthesized PANI and PANI–Ag nanocomposite.
The results in Figure 2A for the particles of chemically synthe-
sized PANI clearly show the tubular-like nature of the composite
obtained, which was found to be evident. The particles in
Figure 2A have a diameter between 200 and 500nm [46, 47].

SEM also determined the morphology and structure of the
PANI–Ag (0.5M) nanocomposites. Figure 2B presents the
SEM analysis of the chemically synthesized PANI–Ag nano-
composite at a concentration of 0.5M. The results in Figure 2B
clearly demonstrate that the PANI–Ag nanocomposite parti-
cles are spherical and in the nano range, with the incorporation
of AgNPs enhancing thismorphology. The average particle size
of the PANI–Ag nanocomposite is ~100 nm, featuring smaller
Ag particles interspersed throughout [48].

3.1.2. TEM. A TEM studied the particle size of the PANI–Ag
(0.5M) polymeric composite. Figure 3 showcases the TEM
image results of chemically synthesized PANI–Ag with an Ag
concentration of 0.5M. The AgNPs obtained in this image
appear relatively uniform in size and clusters. This TEM image
confirms that the polymer for the PANI–Ag nanocomposite in
the background is spherical. The average particle size of these
AgNPs is between 5 and 10 nm. The EDX spectrum of this
PANI–Ag (not shown) exhibits the presence of sulfur (S), oxy-
gen (O), C, Ag, and chlorine (Cl) elements. The EDX spectrum
showcases a very high content of the Ag element in the chemi-
cally synthesized nanocomposite and indicates that the sample
is relatively pure (The EDX results are shown in Supporting
Information 1: Figure S1). The sample’s appearance of S and Cl
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FIGURE 1: Summary of the PANI–Ag/GCE construction and the electrochemical cell setup for the determination of CAF. (A) PANI reacts with
AgNO3. (B) PANI–AgNPs drop-coated onto GCE. (C) Three-electrode electrochemical cell. (D) BASI with three-electrode electrochemical
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elements is due to the APS and HCl used in the PANI–Ag
synthesis. The spectrum shows a significant presence of the C
element, indicating that it originates from PANI. This suggests
that the product is a PANI–Ag nanocomposite [49].

3.2. EIS. The parameters used for the EIS studies were the E
applied (0V), amplitude (0.01V), frequency range (0.1–1MHz),

wave type (scan), and step type (fixed). The simplified electrical
equivalent circuit in Figure 3B was used for fitting the imped-
ance data. This equivalent circuit consists of a constant phase
element (CPE), electrolyte resistance (Rs), and charge transfer
resistance (Rct) [50]. Figure 3C illustrates a Nyquist diagram of
the EIS for PANI and PANI–Ag (0.5M). In Figure 3C, the
electron transfer or the kinetically controlled process was

ðAÞ ðBÞ
FIGURE 2: SEM images of chemically synthesized (A) PANI and (B) PANI–Ag polymeric composites.
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FIGURE 3: (A) Transmission electron microscopy (TEM) images of chemically synthesized PANI–Ag (0.5M) nanocomposite. (B) A simplified
electrical equivalent circuit with Rs is the solution resistance, CPE is the constant phase element, and Rct is the charge transfer. (C) Nyquist
diagram for PANI, PANI–Ag (0.5M) films at a GCE in a solution of 0.1M HCl. (D) Nyquist diagram of PANI.
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confirmed with the two plots that consist of a semicircle.
According to the semicircles in Figure 3B, PANI–Ag has the
smallest semicircle, which indicates that the reaction rate is the
fastest in this film. The composite enhanced conductivity,
increased surface area, significant electrocatalytic activity, sta-
bility, and selectivity collectively provide sufficient proof that it
can effectively enhance electrocatalytic behavior in electro-
chemical applications, particularly in the construction of elec-
trochemical sensors.

3.3. Cyclic Voltammetric Characterization. In the PANI study,
chemical polymerization was done for the polymer prepara-
tion, followed by casting the polymer as films and dissolution in
0.1MHCl solutions. TheCV recorded for this polymer showed
comparable results with the study by Somerset et al. [51] and
Mathebe et al. [52] in the literature. It was observed that PANI
is very soluble in an HCl solution. The electrochemical behav-
ior for the chemically synthesized PANI was done by collecting
the CV of PANI at scan rates differing from 20 to 160mVs−1

using a GCE as a working electrode, with the potential scanned
between −0.2 and +0.8 V (vs. Ag/AgCl). The results showed
that the two prominent redox couples are generally associated
with the chemically synthesized PANI. In Figure 4A, we
observed redox peaks that illustrate the transformation of leu-
coemeraldine base to emeraldine salt and the emeraldine salt to
pernigraniline salt forms (A′/A). We observed the redox peaks
associated with the transformation of pernigraniline salt to
emeraldine salt and emeraldine salt to the leucoemeraldine
base (C′/C). The transformation of benzoquinone to hydroqui-
none is presented by the small redox couple obtained at+0.52
to+0.48 V (B′/B) (vs. Ag/AgCl) and can be attributed to the
quinonoid rings of the PANI structure [53, 54].

Analysis of the chemically synthesized nanomaterials has
shown that redox couples were illustrated in the CV results, as
shown in Figure 4B for PANI–Ag (0.5M) obtained at+0.65,
+0.5, and+0.3 V (vs. Ag/AgCl) for the anodic scan and+0.55,

+0.4, and+0.23 V (vs. Ag/AgCl) for the oxidation scan. The
additional sharp peaks for Ag appeared along PANI redox
peaks at+0.15 V and −0.02V (vs. Ag/AgCl) [55]. These peaks
are comparable to the results obtained for Ag in the study done
by Paulraj et al. [56] and Bouazza et al. [42].

For the chemically synthesized polymers of PANI and
PANI–Ag, the surface concentrations of these two electroactive
species, the Г ∗ of the two polymers, can be calculated. The
Brown–Anson Equation can be used, which is a linear plot of
Ip vs v. The surface concentration of the electroactive PANI–Ag
(Г ∗) at the PANI–Ag/GCE sensor surface was calculated by
Equation (1). In this equation, A refers to electrode area (cm2),
and Г ∗ refers to the surface concentration of PANI–Ag (mole
cm−2). The Faraday constant refers to F, the number of elec-
trons refers to n, R is the gas constant, the peak current refers to
Ip, and T is the absolute temperature. From the straight line of
the Ip vs. v curve (not shown), we calculated n to be 1.95 (2.0)
for the anodic process, which illustrates that PANI–Ag under-
goes a two-electron reaction at the GCE surface in 0.1M HCl
solution. The PANI–Ag surface concentration was calculated
to be 9.37× 10−10 mole cm−2.

Ip ¼
n2F2AГ∗

4RT
v; ð1Þ

Q¼ nFAГ∗; ð2Þ

Ip ¼
nFQv
4RT

: ð3Þ

The electron transport diffusion coefficient,D (in cm2 s−1),
for PANI–Ag was determined from Equation (4) (Randle–Sev-
cik equation) [57]. A straight line of Ipc vs. v

1/2 was constructed,
and D was calculated to be 3.4× 10−20 cm2 s−1.
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Ip ¼ 2:69 × 105ð Þ n3=2D1=2ACbv1=2: ð4Þ

Figure 5 showcases the complete CAF process that contains
four protons and four electrons in several steps. In the first step,
we observed two-proton and two-electron oxidation that led to
the replaced uric acid (UA). The second step also illustrates a
two-proton and two-electron oxidation that gives 4,5-diol ana-
logs of methylated UA, which quickly fragments [59, 60].

3.4. Effect of Scan Rate. The voltammetric behavior in a 50 µM
CAF was studied by CV using two different electrochemical
sensors, such as the PANI/GCE and the PANI–Ag/GCE, in 0.1
M PBS (pH 5.0), to select the best sensor. From Figure 6A, the
most significant sensor responses were obtained by the
PANI–Ag/GCE sensor. The highest peak current response
was obtained, making this sensor suitable for further analysis.
CVwas employed to explore the influence of potential scan rate
on the anodic peak current of CAF at PANI–Ag/GCE
(Figure 6B). The anodic peak current (Ipa) increases by increas-
ing the scan rates from 20 to 160mVs−1. The anodic peak
current signals in Figure 6C result in a linear equation of
Ipa (A)= 4.11× 10−7CCAF (µM)+ 1.98× 10−5 with a regression
coefficient of R2= 0.9843. These results for the CAF oxidation
reaction illustrate a normal diffusion-controlled electrode
process.

The values of α and n can be calculated according to
Equations (5) and (6) (Laviron, 1979) [61]. The slopes were
employed to extract the kinetic parameters, such as the transfer
coefficients of an anodic peak and the transfer coefficients of a
cathodic peak, in Figure 6B. The line segment slope equals
2.3RT/(1–α)nF and −2.3RT/αnF for the anodic and cathodic
peaks, with the determined values for the anodic transfer coef-
ficients being 0.69 with an electron transfer number of 2.5.

Epa ¼
E0 þ 2:3RT
1 − αð ÞnF logv ; ð5Þ

Epc ¼
E0 þ 2:3RT
αnF logv

: ð6Þ

Figure 6B illustrates the peak potentials for the anodic pro-
cess, Epa, as a function of the potential scan rate. We observed
that from 10 to 160mV s−1 scan rates, the Ep values were
proportional to the logarithm of the scan rate. The value of
ks was calculated by using the following equation:

logks ¼ α log 1 − αð Þ þ 1 − αð Þlog α − log
RT
nFv

� �

−
1 − αð ÞαnFΔEp

2:3RT
;

ð7Þ
where n refers to the electron transfer number, α is the transfer
coefficient of electrons, and ks refers to the standard electron
transfer rate constant. All the extracted experimental data were
applied in Equation (7) to calculate the value of ks, and it was to
be 1.64 s−1. The value of ks for this study is compared with
other PANI composites from the literature and tabulated in
Table 1. The value of ks for the PANI–Ag composite is the
lowest compared to other composites (The Laviron plot is
shown in Supporting Information 2: Figure S2).

3.5. Analytical Performance of the Coupled Method. Figure 6D
compares 50 µMCAFDPV curves in PBS (pH 5.0) recorded at
a PANI/GCE and PANI–Ag/GCE. The PANI–Ag/GCE
showed the highest peak current responses at more positively
shifted potentials when compared to the PANI/GCE. This
study investigated method validation, such as LODs, correla-
tion coefficients, and linearity. This investigation was per-
formed in triplicate at the PANI–Ag/GCE sensor surface.
DPVs curves of CAFwith concentrations that increase, ranging
from 10 to 90μM, are shown in Figure 7A. Figure 7B illustrates
the calibration plot of these CAF concentrations with a calibra-
tion equation of Ip= 0.0038C+ 0.1145 (R2= 0.9935, n= 3),
where the voltammetric response (Ip) is shown in μA and the
CAF concentrations in μM. The LODwas calculated using this

equation (LOD¼ 3×ðstandard deviation of 10 blanksÞ
slope of the calibration curve ) [65]. The CAF

limit of detection determined was found to be 0.38 µM. Many
electrochemical sensors have been used in the literature to
detect CAF using different electrochemical procedures. Table 2
compares the analytical parameters, such as linearity range,
LOD, electrochemical techniques, and a series of literature data.
Compared with other sensors, PANI–Ag/GCE showcases a
sufficient linear range with a significantly low detection limit
for determining CAF. The sensor demonstrates a robust linear
response across a concentration range of 10–90μM, showcas-
ing its sensitivity and precision in detecting target analytes,
which is beneficial for applications requiring accurate measure-
ment in narrow concentration spans [71, 72].

3.6. Reproducibility. The reproducibility studies were also per-
formed using five different PANI–Ag/GCE sensors for the
electrochemical determination of a 50 μM concentration of
CAF in a PBS (pH= 5.0) and illustrated in Figure 8. The
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FIGURE 5: A mechanism for the electrochemical oxidation of caffeine at the sensor surface [58].
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RSDs values were 3.45%–4.12% for CAF, which showcases
excellent reproducibility.

3.7. Commercial Samples Analysis. The CAF concentrations
were determined in commercial beverage samples, such as a
carbonated soft drink and an energy drink (both from local
supermarkets). The beverage samples were properly diluted
before analysis to decrease the matrix effects of actual bev-
erages. The diluting procedure was that real beverage samples
of energy drinks and carbonated soft drinks were first sonicated
to eliminate the gas, and then prepared a 1:10 (v/v) dilution

with PBS. The experimental results are tabulated in Table 3,
with the soft drink (48mg L−1) and energy drink (160mg
500mL−1) concentrations agreeing with the declared CAF
concentrations. A known amount of artificial CAF was added
to the beverage samples to approve this applicability. The
experimental results tabulated in Table 3 illustrate that the
recoveries for CAF are within the acceptable range of
95.20%–99.65% for both soft drinks and energy drinks.
Finally, the results illustrate the practical application of the
developed PANI–Ag/GCE sensor to determine CAF at low
levels in actual beverage samples.
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FIGURE 6: (A) An illustration of CVs obtained for (a) PANI/GCE and (b) PANI–Ag/GCE in 0.1M PBS (pH= 5) containing 50 µM CAF at a
scan rate of 100mV s−1. (B) The effect of scan rate studies on the CAF anodic peak current using 0.1M PBS (pH= 5), consisting of 50 µM
CAF. (C) Profile for anodic peak currents vs. scan rates. (D) DPVs were obtained for (a) PANI/GCE and (b) PANI–Ag/GCE in 0.1M PBS
(pH= 5.0) consisting of 50 µM CAF.

TABLE 1: Illustration of PANI–Ag/GCE sensor compared with other sensors in literature for CAF detection.

Electrode Technique ks (s
−1) References

GOD-graphene/PANI/AuNPs-modified electrode CV 4.8 [62]
GOx-nano-PANI/GCE CV 6.3 [63]
Hb/PANI–TiC/GCE CV 2.01 [64]
PANI–Ag/GCE CV 1.64 This study
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4. Conclusions

In this study, the chemical polymerization of ANI was per-
formed in HCl solutions. It was observed that ANI was very
soluble in the HCl solution. PANI was collected as a green film
on filter papers. The incorporation of Ag particles into the
PANI backbone has also been performed with AgNO3 aqueous
solution used in the presence of APS as an oxidant.

Electrochemical characterization and different spectroscopic
analyses, followed by morphology characterization, were per-
formed to study the properties of the polymer and
polymer–metallic composites. Good results for the PANI
incorporating Ag into the backbone of PANI were obtained.
The results obtained for the morphology analysis of the com-
posites showed that PANI and PANI–Ag are spherical. The
collected results have also illustrated that the PANI–Ag
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FIGURE 7: (A) DPVs at PANI–Ag modified GCE in 0.1M PBS (pH= 5) consist of increasing CAF concentrations 10–90 μM. (B) Calibration
plot of CAF concentrations vs. anodic peak current.

TABLE 2: Illustration of PANI–Ag/GCE sensor compared with the linear range and detection limit of other sensors in literature for CAF
detection.

Electrode Technique Linear range (µM) Detection limit (µM) References

Poly(ARS) SWV 0.5–250 0.06 [66]

AuNP-GCPE DPV
25–150 0.96

[67]
200–1000 4.90

m-SPME SWV 0.5–20 0.05 [68]

GORGCPE DPV 8–800 0.153 [69]

NCOMCP/SDS DPV 5.0–600 0.016 [70]

AuOA-CHIT DPV 2.0–50,000 1.00 [70]

PANI–Ag/GCE DPV 10–90 0.38 This study

–4e–6

–3e–6

–2e–6

–1e–6

0
1 2 3 4 5

Number of electrodes 

I (
A

)

FIGURE 8: Reproducibility studies of the PANI–Ag/GCE using 0.1M PBS (pH= 5) consist of 50 µM CAF.
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composite exhibits good electrocatalytic activity and has been
employed to determine CAF in popular beverage samples. This
PANI–Ag sensor was compared with other sensors in the liter-
ature. It displayed good sensitivity, wide linear concentration
ranges of 10–90μM, a low detection limit of 0.38µM, and good
reproducibility with RSD values from 3.45% to 4.12%. The
PANI–Ag/GCE sensor could analyze for CAF in good agree-
ment with the labeled values in the beverage samples.
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Supporting Information 1. In the discussion of the TEM
results, it is mentioned that the EDX spectrum showcases a
very high content of the Ag element in the chemically synthe-
sized nanocomposite and indicates that the sample is relatively
pure. In Figure S1, the EDX results obtained for the PANI–Ag
nanoparticles are showcased, and the incorporation of silver
(Ag) is clearly shown.

Supporting Information 2. In the discussion of the results in
Figure 6B, it is mentioned that the Epa, as a function of the
potential scan rate, was evaluated. For the scan rates from 10 to
160mV s−1, the Ep values were proportional to the logarithmof
the scan rate. A Laviron plot was constructed, and Equation (7)

was used the evaluate the scan rate data. The Laviron plot is
shown in Figure S2.
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